Jacob Friedman – Optimism in Color
Born in Poland (Lvov), 1926
Jacob Friedman, 83, found his love for painting only 40 years ago. It started as a hobby in a summer course for drawing under David Kaftori, held once a week at the Avni Institute, the college for art and design, Tel-Aviv. The hobby turned into a way of life after completing a three years full study at the Avni Institute.

At the Avni Institute, when he once, unconsciously, held the drawing coal in his left hand, is appeared possible to him that the delay in the emergence of his painting abilities was related to the fact that during his childhood he was forced to use his right hand although he was left-handed. Additional reasons for the delay in the emergence of his artistic tendencies included the religious atmosphere in which he grew up in Poland, the stormy life in Israel after the end of the 2ns World War that included the immigration to Israel during the British mandate period, the drafting to the PALMACH, participating in the Independence War, leaving Kibutz Zeelim, raising a family and working in two full jobs. All of these left little time to express his artistic tendencies. In hindsight, one can observe that his creativity, originality and the courage to act upon his own truth and not according to accepted ways – all of which can be easily detected in his paintings, characterized his activities at that period and were also a central motif in the amazing story of his survival during the Holocaust. 
At the Avni Institute Jacob studied with the painters Kiva, Striechman, Wechsler, Rauchwerger, Stematsky, Katz and more. He was highly influenced by Streichman and the lyrical-abstract style.
During his studies he used to paint in “one shot”, in one hour. He used to “take a paper, see some stains upon it, and let this stains guide the work”. Today he is painting intermittently, many times returning to an older painting and work on it again. Often the inspiration for a painting came from a photo in the newspaper or from other objects that became abstract. Many of his painting were created from his imagination while others were influence by his visits to many museums in Israel and world-wide.

After completing his studies he took a year off of work and devoted his time to his art. At that period his work was presented at a few private exhibitions.

Today Jacob is painting more in acrylic and less in oil, producing paintings of optimistic, sensitive, and normally with calm colors. 
As one who often quotes the famous saying of Samuel Goldwyn “I don’t think anyone should write his autobiography until after he’s dead”, it is reasonable to assume that Jacob will continue to develop further horizons also in the future.
